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Alert: Meeting at the Berks County Historical Society
On Saturday, March 10, 2012, a meeting for Round Table members has been scheduled for 9:30 a.m. This meeting is to introduce the membership to the facilities there. This is not a meeting for the committee working on the 150th commemoration.
From the President

   Jefferson Davis  had reason to be optimistic during the winter of 1861-1862.  The Confederacy had not only survived the first year of the war, but in the East, had humiliated the Union Army of the Potomac at First Bull Run and Ball's Bluff.  Abraham Lincoln, Davis's adversary, was faced with the task of finding a new general to reorganize the army and renew the attack on Southern forces.  Lincoln turned to George McClellan, a man of great ambition and an ego to match.  There was no shortage of egos in Lincoln's army, but although he did not know it at the time, the man to ultimately lead the North to victory was just beginning to make a name for himself in the Western theater.  U.S. Grant using combined land and naval forces won victories on the Tennessee River, at Fort Henry (Feb. 6) and Fort Donelson (Feb. 16).  Simultaneously, the Union navy was rapidly becoming an unstoppable force along the length of the Confederate coastline.  Although neglected in the decades leading up to the war, the Union navy was now on an incredible building program.  The slow strangulation of Confederate ports would take several years to complete, but victories began to pile up early in 1862.  Rebel coastal cities in Virginia and North Carolina fell one after another, with only Wilmington surviving most of the war.  Blockade runners would continue to bring in some goods, but the loss of these ports slowly starved Rebel armies of supplies.  Davis pinned his hopes on a new ironclad, to break the blockade of the wooden navy, at the Battle of Hampton Roads on March 8-9.  The ironclad CSS Virginia quickly destroyed the USS Cumberland and Congress and was poised to finish off the Minnesota when a new ship appeared on the horizon.  The Union navy's new ironclad, the Monitor, had arrived, and none too soon.  The two ironclads battled to a draw, but the Union navy was saved when the Virginia withdrew for repairs.  The revolutionary design of the Monitor with its revolving turret and sleek profile changed naval warfare forever.  The British navy, the ruler of the high seas took immediate notice.  The London Times noted that "it would be folly to employ any British warship, apart from the experimental ironclads Warrior and Ironside, in an engagement with that little Monitor".  The United States Navy began its rise to the top.
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 Round Table Business

President Joe Schaeffer called the February meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at Golden Oaks Golf Club by asking Rob Marks to offer a prayer and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. There were 56 members and guests present. We welcomed new member Chuck Bezler and guests Sime Bertolet, Executive Director of the Berks County Historical Society, Josh Blay, curator at the historical society, and Sue Fox, wife of member Dave Fox.

Joe told us about an error recently published in the Civil War News. It stated that Massachusetts' troops were the first to answer Lincoln's call to arms. Joe wrote a letter correcting the statement and giving the response of the First Defenders as being among the first to arrive in Baltimore.  An editor from the paper responded to his correction quickly and will correct the error in the next edition. She also offered to send a stack of Civil War Times for our members in the future.


We are working on a project with the Historical Society for display commemorating the 150th anniversary. Part of their initiative which included our participation was to help man the traveling Civil War Road Show that had been scheduled for the Kutztown Folk Festival. At this time, funding for that is in question. Please write a letter to your state representative  to encourage funding for this worthwhile project.  An article follows giving more details about our partnership with the Historical Society. All are welcome to participate.  

Treasurer's Report
Treasurer Lori Border reported that our balance from January's meeting was $2999.01. Receipts from the January meeting totaled $1392.00. Expenses incurred totaled $1187.87 leaving a balance of $3203.14. The preservation fund has a total of $1007.00. 
June Field Trip

Included in this newsletter is the flyer for the June 9 bus tour of the South Mountain Battlefield. There are several selections that must be made for the boxed lunch and the dinner; please note your selections on the registration form. The only beverages/snacks to be provided are those associated with the boxed lunch. Feel free to bring along your own additional snacks and beverages.


Registration for this tour is limited to First Defenders members and their guests only until the April 10 meeting. After April 10, the tour will be opened to the public if the bus is not filled by that time. When John Hoptak, our tour guide  (and May speaker), finalizes the tour itinerary, that information will be provided on our website. Any questions, please contact Rob Marks or Don Stripling. 
 Ed's Artifacts

Ed Ewing provided us with an 1853 artillery carbine. This type gun was used by the first four Virginia cavalry regiments. Birmingham handled the Virginia contract and this particular gun had a VA sight on it. It belonged to a Confederate soldier named Archibald Owen whose initials are on the gun. The troopers were quite fond of these weapons.

***********************************************

March Trivia Quiz: Ancestors and Descendants
by Barbara Shafer

Clues:  All of the below Descendants probably have been in your home at
one time via television or you may have seen them on the screen.  Some
have appeared on Broadway.  All have been either nominated or won Oscars,
Emmys, or Golden Globe awards.  Name that descendant.

1.  My great-grandfather offered his home to "Stonewall" Jackson in 1861.
 Jackson planned his Romney Expedition and his Valley Campaign here.  Who
am I?

2.  I have an illustrious heritage.  Through my famous mother, I am a
descendant of Brevet Major General Hugh Judson Kilpatrick.  Who am I?

3.  I portrayed my relative, General Robert E. Lee in Gods and Generals. 
Who am I?
**********************************************
Historical Society Collaboration with the First Defenders

On Wednesday, February 15, 2012, the inaugural meeting of six Round Table members with  staff and  volunteers of the Historical Society was held. We discussed various topics and content to be included in the exhibit being put together for the 150th anniversary of the Civil War. We learned that we can best help by doing research of various topics. Round Table members who do not belong to the Historical Society will be able to use the library at no cost during this project.


If you could not attend this meeting, you can still get involved. The work can be scheduled by each individual according to his availability. If you are interested in helping, you may contact, Joe Schaeffer, Dave Unger, Dave Sweigert, Dave Fox, Don Stripling, or Linda Zeiber. We will be happy to fill you in on details.

Former President Mike Gabriel Publishes a New Book

Mike has just published a new book, The Battle of Bennington: Soldiers and Civilians, a collection of over fifty American, British, German, Loyalist, and civilian accounts of an often overlooked event in the American Revolutionary War.  Bennington laid the groundwork for the American victory at Saratoga and French entry into the war.  The book is available online at Barnes&Noble, Amazon, and other sites. You can also obtain a copy from Mike.  The price is $19.99.  The following is taken from the book jacket: 
On August 16, 1777, a motley militia won a resounding victory near Bennington, Vermont, against combined German, British and Loyalist forces. This laid the foundation for the American victory at Saratoga two months later. Historian Michael Gabriel has collected over fifty firsthand accounts from the people who experienced this engagement, including veterans from both sides and civilians--women and children who witnessed the horrors of the battle. Gabriel also details a virtually unknown skirmish between Americans and Loyalists. These accounts, along with Gabriel's overviews of the battle, bring to life the terror, fear and uncertainty that caused thousands to flee the British army as loved ones departed to fight for the fledgling United States.

*********************

From Dale Kratzer:--

Alvernia Seniors College Program and Offer

In April, several CWRT members will be presenting a 4-session program for the Alvernia Seniors College on an eclectic mix of Civil War subjects.   

The dates are April 3, 10, 17 and 24.  These are all Tuesdays and the sessions will run from 1:30 to 3:00pm each Tuesday.  The location is in Alvernia’s Upland Center on Upland Avenue. 

The program will be free to 1st Defenders roundtable members.  Contact Dale Kratzer at 610-678-5887 or kratzernj@verizon.net for information.  

The speakers and a synopsis of their session are as follows:

April 3.  Dale Kratzer.  Civil War Civil Engineering

This session discusses how civil engineers, skilled journeymen, and engineering works such as bridges, dams, canals, fortifications, mines and the like contributed to the war effort, played key roles in selected battles or campaigns, including saving a Union fleet.   The session will cover Union and Confederate engineers, some “creative” engineering solutions, status of engineer troops, and the like.

April 10.  Craig Breneiser.   “The Tale of Two Councils”
This session discusses two “councils of war” and their impact on the Army of the Potomac and their commanding generals. The first, convened on May 4th 1863 in the woods surrounding Chancellorsville by Major General Joseph Hooker, would lead to the loss of the battle and, eventually, Hooker’s job. The second occurred nearly two months later on the slope of Cemetery Ridge and would result in victory at Gettysburg and permanent command of the Army of the Potomac by Major General George Meade. This study, relevant even today with respect to management of any enterprise, is illustrative of “how to” and “how not to” lead
April 17.  Tom Tate.  Civil War Arms Manufacturing
The armory production of small arms during the Civil War was based upon the use of machine tools, hence the rise of the machine tool industry over time and the American system of manufacturing with division of labor and interchangeable parts.   Based on this, Tom will argue that it was a conservative but wise policy to arm the Union infantry with the muzzleloader.  And, to bring this closer to Reading, he will discuss the role of a local foundry that cast large cannon on the Rodman principle.
April 24.  Dave Fox.   David McMurtrie Gregg.  Reading’s Reticent Civil War General
This capable cavalry general, who married a woman from Reading, could be described as a dignified, sensitive and humble officer.  Nevertheless, his career displayed steadiness, courage, and perhaps a sense of genius.  His resignation from the Army before war’s end remains a mystery to this day.  His long life as one of Reading’s distinguished citizens is enigmatic.
  

 

Reservations for the March 13, 2012 Meeting:
Dinner Reservation Procedures: If possible, please make your meal choices/reservation on the website. Our meal choices for March include Vegetable Lasagna, Shrimp Stir Fry, Chicken Cordon Blue, and Sirloin Beef Tips.
The price is $22.00 for meals. If you must call in reservations, please call  your menu selection at 610.478.1717  no later than Monday, March 5, 2012, which is also the deadline for online reservations. Please call after 5:00 p.m. and speak clearly. This phone number is Joe Schaeffer's business phone so we are asking you to be considerate about not calling until after 5:00 p.m.

*NOTE* Once you have made your reservation, there are no cancellations. The Round Table will be billed for your meal whether you attend or not. Please understand that you will be asked to reimburse the RT should you not attend after having made a reservation.
2011-2012 Program Schedule
March 13, 2012: Chris Heisey
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April 10, 2012: Edwin C. Bearss

Chancellorsville

May 8, 2012: John Hoptak


South Mountain
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FIRST DEFENDERS CWRT SOUTH MOUNTAIN BATTLEFIELD TOUR


June 9, 2012
SCHEDULE:
7:00 AM – Leave Heartland Settlement parking lot, 55 Commerce Drive, Wyomissing, PA
9:15 AM – Pick up tour guide, John Hoptak; Tour begins
? ? ? ? ? – Stop to eat boxed lunch
5:00 PM – Arrive Carriage House Inn, Emmitsburg, MD; Tour ends
5:15 PM – Dinner, Carriage House Inn
6:45 PM – Leave for Wyomissing
9:00 PM – Arrive at parking lot
(NOTE: Complete tour itinerary to be posted on website when it becomes available.)
MEAL CHOICES:
Boxed lunch – see next page for choices
Dinner (privately served in The Paddock Room) includes 3 entrée choices, vegetable du jour, seasoned potatoes, salad, bread, iced tea, coffee, and red velvet cake – Entrees: Prime Rib, Chicken Jean Marie, Teriyaki Glazed Salmon
COST: $95.00 per person
(Cost includes boxed lunch, dinner, bottled water, 47-passenger air-conditioned deluxe bus transportation, and expert guided tour.)
ANY QUESTIONS? Contact Rob Marks (610.966.2859) or Don Stripling (610.750.3998 or email donstripling54@msn.com).
--------------------------------------------------------REGISTRATION FORM ------------------------------------------------------------
NAME: ______________________________________  EMAIL or PHONE # _____________________________
LUNCH: Sandwich: _______________________________ Bread: __________________________________
               Cheese: _____________________________  Sides: ______________________________________
              Drink: _____________________________________
DINNER: Entrée (for prime rib, how done?): ____________________________________________
NAME: ______________________________________  EMAIL or PHONE # _____________________________
LUNCH: Sandwich: _______________________________ Bread: __________________________________
               Cheese: _______________________________  Sides: ____________________________________
              Drink: _____________________________________
DINNER: Entrée (for prime rib, how done?): ____________________________________________
(Give registration form along w/ your check (payable to First Defenders CWRT) to Rob Marks or Don Stripling or mail same to Don Stripling, PO Box 130, Wernersville, PA 19565-0130)
BOXED LUNCH CHOICES
Sandwich (all sandwiches come w/ lettuce & tomato): Tuna salad; Chicken salad; Seafood salad; Roast beef & cheese; Turkey & cheese; Ham & cheese
Bread: Croissant; Wrap; White; Wheat; Rye
Cheese: American; Swiss; Provolone; Cheddar
Sides (choose 2): Macaroni salad; Pasta salad; Potato chips; American potato salad; German potato salad; Cole slaw; Applesauce; Pepper cabbage
Drink: Water; Iced tea; Diet iced tea; Coke; Diet Coke; Sprite; Mountain Dew; Root beer

