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                       PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE MAY 2013

     Thank you to all members and especially to all Board members for another successful campaign.  I look forward to our next campaign starting in September and wish you all a healthy and happy summer.

     Instead of an overview of events in May 1863, I decided on something different this month.  The following is a list of books which I think are interesting reading for the summer, as we celebrate the 150th anniversary of the Gettysburg Campaign.  This list is not intended to be complete or authoritative but merely a good overview and some of my personal favorites.  

     ROADS TO GETTYSBURG by John W. Schildt – Long and detailed, but follows the journey of both armies in great depth.

     THE CONFEDERATE APPROACH ON HARRISBURG by Cooper H. Wingert – Author is a teenager with incredible knowledge.

     FLAMES BEYOND GETTYSBURG, THE CONFEDERATE EXPEDITION TO THE SUSQUEHANNA RIVER, JUNE 1863 by Scott Mingus –Author is our tour guide for the fall trip to Wrightsville.

     PLENTY OF BLAME TO GO AROUND, JEB STUART’S CONTOVERSIAL RIDE TO GETTYSBURG by Eric J. Wittenberg and J. David Petruzzi – Fair and balanced approach to a much-argued event.

     THE GETTYSBURG CAMPAIGN, A STUDY IN COMMAND by Edwin B. Coddington – Still stands as the foundation for others to build upon.

     GETTYSBURG, THE FIRST DAY

     GETTYSBURG, THE SECOND DAY

     GETTYSBURG, CULP’S HILL AND CEMETERY HILL, 3 books by Harry W. Pfanz – Start any one and be hooked.

     GETTYSBURG DAY THREE by Jeffrey Wert – Excellent author and speaker who has visited with us.

     LEE’S REAL PLAN AT GETTYSBURG by Troy D. Harman – Controversial, thought provoking and an easy read.  One I keep going back to.

     LEE AT GETTYSBURG

     HANCOCK AT GETTYSBURG, 2 books by A.M. Gambone, Author was Norristown native.  Sadly passed away before we got to have him as a speaker.

     DEVIL’S DEN, A HISTORY AND GUIDE by Garry E. Adelman and Timothy H. Smith – A lot of great stories you did not know.

     PICKETT’S CHARGE IN HISTORY AND MEMORY by Carol Reardon – Good book on the evolution of the story.

     FIGHTING FOR THE CONFEDERACY, THE PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS OF GENERAL EDWARD PORTER ALEXANDER by E.P. Alexander – If there is a better witness book, I have not found it.  His section on Gettysburg is masterful.

     ONE CONTINUOUS FIGHT, THE RETREAT FROM GETTYSBURG by J. David Petruzzi, Eric J. Wittenberg and Michael F. Nugent.  Mr. Petruzzi will guide us on this journey for our field trip in June.

 I hope you will find a book here that you have not read.  Thank you.  Joe

___________________________________________________
Round Table Business

President Joe Schaeffer opened the April meeting of the First Defenders Civil War Round Table at 6:23 p.m. at Golden Oaks with 88 members in attendance. Vice President Craig Breneiser led the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a prayer. New members Mark Fegley, Brian Hassinger, Luciano Filippini, and Vince Santa Maria were welcomed. Total membership of the round table currently stands at 111 according to Membership Chair Dave Unger. 


Joe thanked Craig Breneiser for writing the monthly newsletter message in his absence. He also acknowledged the presence of past president Mike Gabriel and past vice president Ron Rhein following his accident.




Treasurer's Report
Treasurer Lori Border reported that our balance from March's meeting was $1,994.11.  Receipts from the March meeting totaled $3,333.00. Expenses incurred totaled $1,728.82 leaving a balance of $3,595.29. The current balance for battlefield preservation is $764.00.  A total of $1,545.00 has been received for the June field trip.

**Important Note**   Lori has asked that all attending the May meeting have the exact amount of money to cover the cost of your meal. This will help to expedite moving the line by not having to make change.     



 



                                              Preservation

Tom Tate announced that he had received a thank-you note from the Central Virginia Battlefield Trust for the donation sent in honor of Chris Mackowski, our program presenter in February.

Additionally, Tom has received information about a land project that the Central Virginia Battlefield Trust is undertaking. It is a land restoration and requires the demolition of a large modern structure. The trust wants to raise the money for its removal. When that is done, a major portion of the Chancellorsville Battlefield will be restored and greatly enhanced. Bob Krick has narrated a brief video which may be accessed at:
http://youtu.be/LBRnZyHdfT4
Book Raffle
All twelve books raffled during the April meeting were written by our guest speaker Ed Bearrs. Ed graciously autographed all of the those books for the lucky winners. One of the many things that makes our round table such a hit with Ed Bearss is our dedication to preservation. Thanks to all who donated so many books.
___________________________________________________
From Don Stripling--2013 BUS TRIPS

The June 8 trip (Lee’s Retreat from Gettysburg) has been sold out – there are no seats available.

The details for the October 26 trip (York/Wrightsville) will be posted on the website before the May 14 meeting. Registration forms will be included in the summer newsletter. Registration for the October trip will be opened to the public after our September 10 meeting.
***********************************************************************************

BERKS COUNTY MEDAL OF HONOR WINNERS IN THE CIVIL WAR

by Dave Unger

There are three Berks County Medal of Honor winners in the Civil War.  The Medal of Honor was first created for the Navy in 1861 and the Army version was established in 1862.  Originally only privates who distinguished themselves in battle were eligible to receive the Medal of Honor but fairly quickly that was changed to all enlisted men and then to all officers.  Here are the stories of the three Medal of Honor winners  from Berks County in the Civil War all of which are buried in Charles Evans Cemetery.

William L. Graul (1846-1909)


William Graul was born in Reading  on July 27, 1846.   At the age of 18, William enlisted in the 3rd Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery.  By this time the Civil War was in its third year.  Soon after he enlisted William was transferred to the newly formed 188th Pennsylvania Volunteer Regiment.  On April 18th, 1864, William was mustered in as a corporal in Company I, part of the 3rd Brigade, 1st Division, 18th Corps of the Army of the Potomac.  On September 1, 1864 he was promoted to Color Sergeant to carry the state flag.  Many of the Medal of Honor winners during the Civil War had something to do with the colors.  


On the night of September 28, 1864 the 18th Corps crossed the James River about seven miles southeast of Richmond, Virginia.  At dawn the next day, the 188th attacked the well fortified works called Fort Harrison.  As the unit left the protective woods , they came into a clearing and came under heavy fire from the heavy guns mounted in the fort.  The fort was some 1,400  feet away when Sergeant Graul led a column across a plowed field, under heavy fire, mounted the parapet, drove the enemy from his guns, and planted the flag on one of its massive tranverses.  He carried the flag past Fort Harrison on to Fort Gilmore but the troops were forced to retreat.  While falling back, Graul saw the flag of the 4th New Hampshire fall to the ground and he carried it off to safety along with his own. 

 On June 30, 1865, Graul was mustered out of the service and returned to Reading.  He bought in Temple which was known for its fine food. In 1874 his first wife, Marietta, died and he eventually remarried.  It was not until April 6, 1885 that William Graul of Reading was awarded his Medal of Honor for being the first to plant the colors at Fort Harrison.  Graul died in August of 1909 when his car was hit by a train in Douglassville.  He was buried on September 7, 1909 in Charles Evans Cemetery.















William Sands (1835-1918)


William Sands was born in Reading on October 14, 1835.  At the age of 25, William enlisted as a corporal in Company B, 88th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry on September 12th 1861.  Companies A, B and H were filled with men from Berks County.  Corporal Sands enlistment papers describe him as 5’8” , brown eyes,  sandy hair with light complexion.  His occupation was listed as a painter.  


On April 10, 1863, Corporal Sands was promoted to Drum Major of the Regimental Band.  Bands were considered important parts of the regiment used to buoy the morale of the troops.   In January of 1864 most of the men of the 88th Pennsylvania , who had only seven months left on their enlistment, took advantage of the bounty paid to state troops to re-enlist.  Drum Major Sands received a  $400 bounty 
to reenlist as a 1st Sergeant of G Company, 88th Veteran Volunteers.  


On February 6th, 1865, the 88th was moved across Hatcher’s Run, a small creek in Virginia and moved toward Dabney’s Mill.  At 3 p.m., the regiment was formed in line of battle, and charged the enemy twice over an open field towards the enemy works.  Captain Bright, the commanding officer of the 88th reported the regiment was fired upon from the rear by the 6th Corps.  The 88th then moved to the right , where they again were thrown forward twice at the enemy works.  They were repulsed each time with heavy loss of life.  In Captain Bright’s report the officers and men behaved nobly with special mention of First Sergeant William Sands of Company G.  William Sands was awarded the Medal of Honor on November 9, 1893 “for grasping the enemy’s colors in the face of a deadly fire and brought them inside the lines.”


Less than one week before Robert E. Lee surrendered, William Sands was wounded at Amelia Courthouse, Virginia.  The wound was a gunshot wound to the right thigh.  William was transferred to the Summit House General Hospital in Philadelphia.  On May 31, 1865 William was given a medical discharge and turned over to the care of his wife.  The next years of his life are obscure and he lived until October 31st, 1918 when he died in Norristown, Pennsylvania.  He was buried alongside his wife Hettie, in Charles Evans Cemetery, in an unmarked grave.

Martin E. Scheibner (1842-1908)


Martin Scheibner was born in Germany but, as a young man, made his way to America and eventually settled in Reading.  At the age of 21 on September 22nd, 1861 he enlisted in as a substitute for another man in Company G of the 90th Pennsylvania Infantry.   At the Battle of Mine Run , Virginia, only two months after Martin enlisted, an enemy shell fell among his comrades.  Without regard to his own personal safety, Private Scheibner “voluntarily extinquished the burning fuse of an enemy shell”,  saving the lives of men around him from certain death.  For this act of bravery, Private Martin Scheibner was promoted to corporal but only not awarded the Medal of Honor until June 23, 1896. 


On May 5th, 1864, Martin was wounded in the leg at the Battle of the Wilderness.  One year later he was given a medical discharge from the Army due to this wound.  Martin returned to Reading where he became principal of Reading Boys High School from 1881 to 1899.  After he retired from teaching, Martin and his wife moved to Camden, New Jersey, where he died on November 29, 1908, at the age of 66.  Martin Scheibner’s body was brought back to Reading where he was buried in Charles Evans Cemetery.

************************************************************

Reservations for the May 14, 2013 Meeting:
Dinner Reservation Procedures: If possible, please make your meal choice/reservation on the website. Our meal choices for May include: Pasta Primavera (vegetarian), Broiled Salmon, Pecan Chicken, and Sirloin Beef Tips.

The price is $22.00 for meals. If you must call in reservations, please call your menu selection at 610.478.1717 no later than Monday, May 6, 2013, which is also the deadline for online reservations. Please call after 5:00 p.m. and speak clearly. This phone number is Joe Schaeffer's business phone so we are asking you to be considerate about not calling until after 5:00 p.m.
*Note* Once you have made your reservation, there are no cancellations. The Round Table will be billed for your meal whether you attend or not. Please understand that you will be asked to reimburse the Round Table should you not attend after having made a reservation.
May's Program

Author & Guide: J. D. Petruzzi

Topic: Lee's Retreat from Gettysburg

Biographical Background: One of the country’s leading authorities on the Gettysburg campaign and cavalry operations, J.D. is a co-author of two books on these subjects. Plenty of Blame to Go Around: Jeb Stuart’s Controversial Ride to Gettysburg (co-authored with Eric Wittenberg) is a best seller on this subject. Along with Wittenberg and Michael Nugent, he has co-authored One Continuous Flight: The Retreat From Gettysburg and the Pursuit of Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, July 4 – 14, 1863. In addition to these books he has written several articles for periodical Civil War magazines such as America’s Civil War, Gettysburg Magazine, and Blue & Gray. A member of the Civil War Trust, he is an active supporter of battlefield preservation. J.D. lives in Brockway, PA, with his wife Karen and daughter Ashley and runs his own insurance agency.
	[image: image6.wmf]Craig's Calendar…

	
	Seminars & Exhibits
	

	Date
	
	Contact

	NOW - 

JUN 8
	"First to Serve: Berks County & the Path to the Civil War"

Historical Society of Berks County
	610-375-4375

	APR 25
	"The Railroad's Impact During the Civil War" - Carol Adams

Heidelberg Heritage Society, Wernersville
	610-678-4405

	APR 27
	"For God's Sake Forward!: Reynolds in 1863" - Michael Riley

National Civil War Museum, Harrisburg
	717-260-1861

	APR 27
	"Battlefield BBQ at the Pry House Field Medical Museum"

National Museum of Civil War Medicine
	301-695-1864

	APR 30 - DEC 31
	"The War Came by Train"

B&O Railroad Museum, Baltimore
	410-752-2490

	MAY 15
	"Deserter Country: Pennsylvania Draft Resistance" - Robert Sandow

National Civil War Museum, Harrisburg
	717-260-1861

	MAY 23
	"An Evening with General & Mrs. Robert E. Lee" - Frank Orlando

Heidelberg Heritage Society, Wernersville
	610-678-4405

	
	
	

	
	Trips & Tours
	

	Date
	
	Contact

	MAY 2-3
	"Chancellorsville: Lee's Greatest Victory"

Civil War Tours
	860-485-3603

	MAY 11
	"Union & Confederate Artillery at Gettysburg"

Civil War Education Association
	800-298-1861

	MAY 17-19
	"Chancellorsville"

Chambersburg Civil War Seminars & Tours
	717-264-7101

	MAY 29 - JUN 1
	"Bermuda Hundred Campaign"

Blue & Gray Education Society
	434-250-9921

	JUN 7-9
	"7th Shenandoah Valley Conference: Turner Ashby"

Civil War Education Association
	800-298-1861

	JUN 7-9
	"Charleston, 1861"

Blue & Gray Education Society
	434-250-9921

	Anyone with any additional sources for "Craig's Calendar" is asked to provide contact information to craig.breneiser@gmail.net.  Thanks!


Join us for our monthly meeting!

Date: Tuesday, May 14, 2013
Time: 6:30PM
Location: Golden Oaks Golf Club, 10 Stonehedge Road, Fleetwood, PA 19522

Author & Guide: J D Petruzzi

Topic: Lee's Retreat from Gettysburg:

Biographical Background: One of the country’s leading authorities on the Gettysburg campaign and cavalry operations, J.D. is a co-author of 2 books on these subjects. Plenty of Blame to Go Around: Jeb Stuart’s Controversial Ride to Gettysburg (co-authored w/ Eric Wittenberg) is a best seller on this subject. Along w/ Wittenberg and Michael Nugent, he has co-authored One Continuous Flight: The Retreat From Gettysburg and the Pursuit of Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, July 4 – 14, 1863. In addition to these books he has written several articles for periodical Civil War magazines such as America’s Civil War, Gettysburg Magazine, and Blue & Gray. A member of the Civil War Trust, he is an active supporter of battlefield preservation. J.D. lives in Brockway, PA with his wife Karen and daughter Ashley and runs his own insurance agency.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO SUPPORT YOUR SPEAKER!!!!

Click on the sign up button above if you plan on attending the upcoming event. We need to know who is coming to be able to accommodate everyone. Thanks!
Click here to download the trip information.

June 2013 Trips
 

     LEE’S RETREAT FROM GETTYSBURG
     First Defenders June 8 2013 Bus Trip
 

 
J.D. Petruzzi, co-author (along w/ Eric Wittenberg and Michael Nugent) of One Continuous Flight: The Retreat from Gettysburg and the Pursuit of Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, July 4 – 14, 1863 will be our tour guide for our June Trip. We’ll leave 55 Commerce Drive, Wyomissing at 7:00 AM sharp, heading to the GNMP Visitor Center to pick up J.D. We’ll head out the Fairfield Road and will pass thru Fairfield and then up thru the Monterrey Pass and onto the Waynesboro Road as we make our way to the Potomac. As we cross into Maryland we will pass thru Smithburg, Hagerstown, Funkstown, Boonsboro, and Downsville before reaching the confederate army crossing of the Potomac at the C&O Canal. At this last stop we will visit a private home that was a witness to the mortal wounding of General Pettigrew; the home’s owner, George Franks, will graciously show us his home and tell us about its history. The tour will conclude by visiting Williamsport where the confederate army wagon trains crossed the Potomac.

We will stop for lunch along our travel route to eat our catered lunch which once again will be provided by our friends at The Village Butcher.  After leaving Williamsport we will stop at Ryan’s in Chambersburg for a buffet dinner at 6:00 PM. We’ll head back to Gettysburg to drop off J.D. before making our way back to Wyomissing; we should be back there between 9:00 and 9:30.

The cost for the tour is $70/person. This includes the box lunch, buffet dinner, bottled water, deluxe coach bus transportation, and the services of the expert guide. Please use the registration form below to reserve your seat(s) and order your lunch(es).
 
BOX LUNCH OPTIONS:
SANDWICH CHOICE (select 1): tuna salad, chicken salad, seafood salad, roast beef & cheese, turkey & cheese, ham & cheese
BREAD CHOICE: croissant, wrap, white, wheat, rye
CHEESE CHOICE (cheese sandwich only): American, Swiss, provolone, cheddar
SIDES (select 2): macaroni salad, pasta salad, potato chips, American potato salad, German potato salad, coleslaw, applesauce, pepper cabbage
DRINKS (select 1): iced tea, diet iced tea, Coke, Diet Coke, Sprite, Mountain Dew, root beer
 
 


----------------------------------------REGISTRATION FORM---------------------------------------
NAME __________________________________________
TELEPHONE NUMBER ______________________________
SANDWICH ______________________________________
BREAD _______________________ 
CHEESE _________________________
SIDES (2) ________________________________________
DRINK __________________________________________
 
 
NAME __________________________________________
RELPHONE NUMBER ______________________________
SANDWICH ______________________________________
BREAD _______________________ 
CHEESE __________________________
SIDES (2) ________________________________________
DRINK __________________________________________
 
Give your registration form/check (made out to First Defenders CWRT) to Ron Emge or Don Stripling or mail to Don at PO Box 130, Wernersville, PA 19565-0130
                                                 
To print this form: Right click on the form and then PRINT
 

 
   
 

July 2013 event

 



 

August 2013 events


  
 Join us for our monthly meeting!

Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2013
Time: 6:30PM
Location: Golden Oaks Golf Club, 10 Stonehedge Road, Fleetwood, PA 19522

Historian, Author, Guide: The One and Only: Edwin C. Bearss-This is Ed's 4th Program.
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Topic: TBA
  Edwin C. Bearss is America's premier battlefield historian and the historian emeritus of the National Park Service. Since retiring in 1995, Ed has led historical tours approximately 275 days per year. Ed is the author of 13 books, including Fields of Honor. He has also served as a consultant on numerous documentaries and films, including Ken Burns' The Civil War.  Ed now lives in Arlington, Virginia.

  He is the recipient of the Department of the Interior's Distinguished Service Award, the highest award given by the department.

  Mr. Bearss comes from a long line of Marines. His father was a Marine and a close relative of "Hike'em" Hiram Bearss who was a Marine General who won the Medal of Honor. Mr. Bearss served in the Pacific during WWII where he was severely wounded, hit 4 times while he was pinned down by a creek bed. He has three children. Two are former Marines and one is an historian.

Mr. Bearss has a new book. Receding Tide-Vicksburg and Gettysburg. 
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Edwin C. Bearss: A FRIEND TO THE 1st DEFENDERS 

Click on the sign up button above if you plan on attending the upcoming event. We need to know who is coming to be able to accommodate everyone. Thanks!
Join us for our monthly meeting!

Date: Tuesday, May 14, 2013
Time: 6:30PM
Location: Golden Oaks Golf Club, 10 Stonehedge Road, Fleetwood, PA 19522

Author & Guide: J D Petruzzi

Topic: Lee's Retreat from Gettysburg:

Biographical Background: One of the country’s leading authorities on the Gettysburg campaign and cavalry operations, J.D. is a co-author of 2 books on these subjects. Plenty of Blame to Go Around: Jeb Stuart’s Controversial Ride to Gettysburg (co-authored w/ Eric Wittenberg) is a best seller on this subject. Along w/ Wittenberg and Michael Nugent, he has co-authored One Continuous Flight: The Retreat From Gettysburg and the Pursuit of Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, July 4 – 14, 1863. In addition to these books he has written several articles for periodical Civil War magazines such as America’s Civil War, Gettysburg Magazine, and Blue & Gray. A member of the Civil War Trust, he is an active supporter of battlefield preservation. J.D. lives in Brockway, PA with his wife Karen and daughter Ashley and runs his own insurance agency.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO SUPPORT YOUR SPEAKER!!!!

Click on the sign up button above if you plan on attending the upcoming event. We need to know who is coming to be able to accommodate everyone. Thanks!
June 2013 Trips
 

FIRST DEFENDERS CWRT - LEE'S RETREAT FROM GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD TOUR
Saturday, June 8, 2013

Hosted by Guide, Author and Histroian J D Petruzzi
  

                                 Scott Mingus - York-Wrightsville
                                                            Saturday, October 26, 2013
 

                                                                                             
2012 Trip Photo - South Mountain with Ranger John Hoptak
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